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and his lady. They were so thrilled at his performance that they
wanted to know whether his throat would not feel pain under
the stress of the performance. Venumadhav chipped in with a
quip "my throat will feel pain if there is no performance/ Such
was his commitment to art and such his joy in mass contact. He
could entertain thousands of people without feeling any fatigue,
stress or strain.

At Mooka in Mauritius his performance was arranged in
Mahatma Gandhi Institute Theatre in the immediate presence
of Sri Simhadri Veeraswamy, Minister of Prices and Consumer
Protection, Sri Jagat Singh, Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs and Sri Anwar Khan, Pakistan's Ambassador. All of them
praised his performance. Sri Anwar Khan remarked "I marvel at
your ability to speak Urdu like a Muslim and English like
Englishman". At Seychelles, an island which was at a distance of
two and half hours1 flight from Mauritius, the party had to spend
two days in Hotel Bouganville. This was a period of enforced
rest on account of the failure of one of the engines of the plane
which needed replacement. He gave a performance with which
the Hotel proprietor was immensely pleased. He at once ordered
princely treatment to his guest who was feted with the choice
vegetarian dishes and nutritious soft drinks which "cheered
without inebriating".

With the same enthusiasm and undiminished zeal he is
capable of performing before an audience of one lakh of people
or one man. This is a rare quality in the artiste. Usually, an artiste
will be at his best only when he has a housefull of audience
before him. In 1970, when I was Principal of Pithapur Rajah's
Govt College, Kakinada, Venmrncflw was invited by the public
to give a pedbntmnce. He telephoned to me as soon as he arrived
and I toW him that I was looking forward to the pleasure of
meeting Mm ijj the evening, His programme started at 6 P.M
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